The National Environmental Health Association (NEHA) represents more than 7,000
governmental, private, academic, and uniformed services sector environmental health
professionals in the U.S,, its territories, and internationally. This workforce represents the second
largest constituent of the existing public health workforce, second only to nursing. We are the
profession’s strongest advocate for excellence in the practice of environmental health as we

deliver on our mission to build, sustain, and empower an effective environmental health
workforce.

Policy Statement on the Need for Data Modernization and Informatics in
Environmental Health Programs
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Additionally, reliable, timely, and interoperable data are integral for jurisdictions to use to improve
and inform de



Page 3

personnel, and policies also limits reliable assessment of the capacity to respond to local or
national disasters.
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The Washington Tracking Network worked with the Division of Emergency Preparedness
and Response to add drought information to its Smoke & Air map (Washington State
Department of Health, 2022). This information was used to identify areas at risk from
fireworks and to deploy additional resources to those areas. It also added a map layer
showing locations of cooling stations to identify areas of need.
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Evaluation & Support Program Director, Environmental Health Section, Georgia Department of
Public Health

Alexander Evans
Epidemiologist, Environmental Health Division, Franklin County Public Health
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